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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation "said space". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes said space is treated as 
said annular space as recited in claim 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 16-26 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kudlaty US 3 476 251 . Regarding claim 16, Kudlaty teaches a filter device comprising: 
a casing (3) with a bottom end and an upper open end, a liquid inlet (7) and a liquid 
outlet (6), at least said liquid inlet being arranged at said bottom end, a movable lid (50) 
for releasably covering said casing at said upper open end, a valve structure arranged 
at said bottom end and being movable between a first position wherein said liquid inlet 
is open and a second position wherein said liquid inlet is blocked, and a filter element 
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(36) including a mesh-like filtering medium, said filter element being releasably arranged 
within said casing, and being located between said valve structure and said lie, said 
valve structure being rotatable about an axis extending between said upper open end 
and said bottom end, between said first position and said second position of said valve 
structure, and said lid being rotatable about said axis, wherein said lid is coupled to said 
filter element and said filter element is coupled to said valve structure wherein when the 
lid is rotated about said axis said valve structure is rotated about said axis between said 
first position and said second position (fig. 1, 2 and 6, col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 42). 

Regarding claims 17-26 and 32 ' Kudlaty further teaches seals (37) for sealing 
the filter (36) against the valve structure and the lid; the liquid outlet is arranged at said 
bottom end of said casing; said valve structure is configured to block said liquid outlet in 
said second position of said valve structure; the lid is adapted to engage and disengage 
said casing through said rotation of said lid about said axis, the user of the device may . 
rotate the lid as it is installed or removed from the casing once the bolts have been 
removed, the applicant has not positively recited a structure in claim 20; the lid includes 
a gripping handle (65); the filter element is releasably coupled to said lid; said filter 
element has a lower end and an upper end and includes an essentially rigid elongated 
structure supporting said filtering medium said filter element including an internal flow 
passage; said filter element is essentially tubular and said filter device includes an 
annular space between said filter element and said casing; said valve structure includes 
a first chamber having an entry port and communicating in said first position with said 
liquid inlet and said internal passage of said filter element; said valve structure includes 
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a second chamber having an exit port and communicating in said first position with said 
liquid outlet and with said annular space; and said filter element is coupled to said lid by 
complementary engagement means and said filter element is coupled to said valve 
structure by complementary engagement means, wherein rotation of said lid causes 
said movement of said valve structure (figures 1, 2 and 6, col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 
42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 27, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kudlaty '251 in view of Darling US 4 615 812. 

Regarding claims 1 , 9 and 27 Kudlaty (251) teaches a filter device comprising: a 
case (3) with a bottom and upper open end, an inlet (6) arranged at the bottom end and 
an outlet (7); a lid (50); a valve structure at the bottom end movable between a first 
position where the inlet is open and a second position where the inlet is blocked; a filter 
element (36) releasably arranged in the casing; the filter element is between the valve 
structure and the lid; the valve structure is rotatable about a longitudinal axis of the 
housing; the lid is rotatable about the same axis; and a coupling whereby the lid is 
coupled to the valve structure (through housing (10)) such that rotational movement of 
the lid about the longitudinal axis imparts rotation of the valve between the first position 
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and the second position (figures 1,2 and 6, col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 42). Kudlaty 
does not teach the lid being releasable only when the valve structure is in the second 
position and the liquid inlet is blocked by the valve structure. Darling teaches a filter 
device where movement of the lid (1 8) causes movement of the valve structure between 
a first and a second position and wherein the lid is releasable from said casing only 
when the valve structure is in the second position and the liquid inlet is blocked by the 
valve structure (col. 4, lines 36-44). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use the releasable lid structure of 
Darling because prior to removal the container is automatically sealed shut to prevent 
leakage of the fluid from the container as well as from the circulation system (col. 3, 
lines 10-15). 

Regarding claims 2-8 and 31, Kudlaty further teaches seals (37) for sealing the 
filter (36) against the valve structure and the lid; the outlet is at the bottom end; the 
valve structure blocks the outlet in the second position (fig. 6); the lid is releasably 
coupled to the filter element which is connected to the valve structure; the filter element 
has a lower and upper end with a rigid elongated structure supporting the medium said 
filter element being essentially tubular and including an internal axial flow passage and 
an annular space between the filter and the casing; the filter element is connected to the 
lid such that said filter element is removed from the casing when the lid is released from 
the casing; the lid includes a gripping handle (65); and said coupling means comprises 
a complementary engagement device between said lid and said filter element and a 
complementary engagement device between said filter element and said valve structure 
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so that movement of said lid causes said movement of said valve structure (figures 1 , 2 
and 6, col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 42). 

Regarding claim 30, Kudlaty teaches a filter device comprising: a casing (3) with 
a bottom end and an upper open end, a liquid inlet (6) and a liquid outlet (7), at least 
said liquid inlet being arranged at said bottom end, a lid (50) for releasably covering said 
casing at said upper end, a valve structure arranged at said bottom end and being 
movable between a first position wherein said liquid inlet is open and a second position 
wherein said liquid inlet is blocked, and a filter element (36) including a mesh-like 
filtering medium, said filter element being releasably arranged within said casing, and 
being located between said valve structure and said lid, wherein rotation of said lid 
causes movement of said valve structure from said first position to said second position 
(figures 1 , 2 and 6, col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 42). Kudlaty does not teach means for 
removing said lid from said casing by rotation of said lid with respect to said casing. 
Darling teaches a filter device with means for removing a lid (18) from a casing (12) by 
rotation of said lid with respect to said casing and where movement of the lid causes 
movement of a valve structure (fig. 2 and 4, col. 4, lines 36-44) which performs the 
identical function of securing the lid to the casing in substantially the same way with 
substantially the same result as the lug and press fit disclosed herein. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
the releasable lid structure of Darling because prior to removal the container is 
automatically sealed shut to prevent leakage of the fluid from the container as well as 
from the circulation system (col. 3, lines 10-15). 
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4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kudlaty 
'251 in view of Humbert, Jr. US 4 052 307. Kudlaty teaches the filter device but does 
not teach the filter element including a valve. Humbert teaches a filter device having a 
filter element (50) including a valve (56) at a bottom end thereof, the valve adapted to 
close upon release of the filter element from the casing (A) (fig. 3 and 5). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to use the valve of Humber because the valve means substantially reduces the amount 
of fluid lost or spilled during filter replacement (col. 1, lines 39-46). 

5. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kudlaty 
'251 in view of Darling '812 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Humber 
'307. Kudlaty in view of Darling teaches the filter device but does not teach the filter 
element including a valve. Humbert teaches a filter device having a filter element (50) 
including a valve (56) at a bottom end thereof, the valve adapted to close upon release 
of the filter element from the casing (A) (fig. 3 and 5). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the valve 
of Humber because the valve means substantially reduces the amount of fluid lost or 
spilled during filter replacement (col. 1, lines 39-46). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/16/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding claim 16, Kudlaty teaches the filter element sealingly engages 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,755 Page 8 

Art Unit: 1723 

the valve structure and so it is connected or coupled to the valve structure. When the 
lid is rotated to rotate the valve structure the filter will also rotate because the filter 
element is connected to the both the lid and the valve structure and will thereby provide 
some rotational force. The claim does not preclude the additional element (10) of 
Kudlaty that connects the lid and the valve structure. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin Kurtz whose telephone number is 571-272- 
821 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am to 
4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-27.3-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Bk 1/19/07 




W. L WALKER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



